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NYU Social Psychology Ties for Top Spot in Dissertation Awards


New York University’s social psychology doctoral program is prominent in the listing of recent dissertation award competition from the Society of Experimental Social Psychology (SESP). In fact, NYU is tied for the top spot based on numbers of winners and finalists. SESP began giving out awards for the best doctoral dissertations in the world in 1972. Over the past 25 years (since 1985), NYU students have been award winners or finalists 7 times, a record matched only by the University of Michigan. Other winners have most often been from Princeton (5) and Stanford (4). In addition, four students of NYU graduates (Strauman, Moskowitz, and Reis) have themselves been winners or finalists since 1985.


NYU’s social psychology faculty also includes four SESP dissertation award winners or finalists (Andersen, Balcetis, Trope, and Van Bavel). For more details, go to http://www.sesp.org/disswin.htm.


The other prestigious dissertation award in the field has been given out since 1976 by the Society for the Psychological Study of Social Issues (SPSSI). NYU is the only doctoral program to have three SPSSI award winners in the past decade: one graduate (Thorisdottir) and two current faculty members (Amodio and Van Bavel). For more information, go to http://www.spssi.org/index.cfm?fuseaction=page.viewpage&pageid=724.
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